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to my calculation there must be scarcely less than three
hundred thousand pilgrims in this city,**

" Say four hundred thousand and you will not
exaggerate the number," interrupted our host " What is
your opinion, Skeykh Eissa ? "

a The pilgrims are innumerable this year, your Excel-
lency. It is not possible to count them. The angels in
heaven are not more numerous. Nine years ago the pilgrims
outnumbered the present calculation of our distinguished
friend. This year Youm-ul-Xahre falls on a Friday, and I
am sure there never was before a concourse so great in the
City of God."

" I admire the beauty of your flight, Shcykh Eissa/' I
said, dryly. " But let us deal with facts. I came here by
the last pilgrim boat Some two hundred thousand pass-
ports had then been handed in at Jiddah by the seafaring
pilgrims. Do you mean to say that the number of Hdjfs
who have crossed the desert are equal to the number of
those who have crossed the seas from every corner of the
Muslim world ? I will never believe it The advantages
are all in favour of the oversea route. It is cheaper, it is
quicker, it is safer, and it is perhaps less tedious. For a
fare of a few dollars any starveling can go by steamer from
Suez to Jiddah. The result is that the old caravan routes
with the one exception of the Syrian are, comparatively
speaking, deserted. For instance, the Muslims of Morocco
and North Africa arc now conveyed to Mecca by sea. The
contingent sent by Persia down the Gulf outnumbers that
which journeys across Arabia* True, the Syrian caravan
still maintains not a little of its ancient glory. This year it
is unusually gigantic, containing as it does, in my opinion,
not less than seventeen thousand camels. The Bedouins
are also, I admit, in force; so let us say there are two
hundred and fifty thousand pilgrims in Mecca all told We